Homeroom 

&

Sustained Silent Reading (SSR)

Purpose & Practice
There have been some questions about Homeroom and specifically about SSR. Questions like: 

· What is the purpose of SSR?

· Can students do homework during the Homeroom Period?

· How can we measure the gains made by students during SSR?

· Would it be possible for teachers to lead students in reading aloud?

· Can students read Mandarin texts?

· How do students choose materials for SSR?

· Should teachers and counsellors provide material for students during SSR?

· How will students be assessed on SSR?

· Will the Homeroom period appear on the Report Card?

· What will we do with students who are consistently late for Homeroom Period?

What is the purpose of SSR?

The greatest challenge for Maple Leaf student is English language acquisition. SSR is a strategy proven to improve language development in a number of areas. SSR has been shown to lead to gains in several literacy domains, including comprehension, spelling and increased vocabulary. Proponents of SSR write that Reading is a skill, and like any skill it requires practice to develop.
Can students do homework during the Homeroom Period?
No, for SSR to be successful, students must read silently. The book they read can connect to their school learning, but it should not be a textbook resource. SSR is intended as reading for pleasure.

How can we measure the gains made by students during SSR?

Student language skill development is a long term project. Skills honed during SSR will not be measured independently of classroom achievement. The academic benefit of SSR will be seen in better comprehension, increased vocabulary and more proficient spelling. These gains should serve the students well in their BC classes. 

Would it be possible for teachers to lead students in reading aloud?

We encourage our teachers to read aloud to students, sometimes, during class. Students like it, but it not practiced during SSR. The most important thing that a teacher can do during SSR, is model silent reading for their students. 

Can students read Mandarin texts?
Mandarin development is important, but the biggest challenge students at Maple Leaf face is English language development. In SSR, students should be reading English texts.

How do students choose materials for SSR?
It is very important that students choose their own reading materials. It is also very important that students choose material that is at the appropriate level for their skill.
Should teachers and counsellors provide material for students during SSR?

No. Students should get their own material. We know that some students might not be prepared for SSR, so we will have some English newspapers available. We do not want students to rely on the newspapers; we want them to choose material that they are interested in.
How will students be assessed on SSR?

SSR is reading for pleasure. We want to teach students that reading is an important activity, for health and education. We do not attach a grade to SSR; we have developed a rubric with which students assess their own SSR participation. In addition, teachers will complete a rubric for each student. By applying the rubric expectations, teachers determine whether students have met the expectations of the program (M), not met the expectation of the program (N), or are partially meeting the expectations of the program (P). This will appear on the student Report Card, along with an attendance report for Homeroom Period. 

Will the Homeroom period appear on the Report Card?

Yes, teachers have developed criteria for successful SSR participation. By applying the rubric expectations, teachers determine whether students have met the expectations of the program (M), not met the expectation of the program (N), or are partially meeting the expectations of the program (P). This will appear on the student Report Card, along with an attendance report for Homeroom Period. 

What will we do with students who are consistently late for Homeroom Period?

The Homeroom Period helps us to keep better track of the students who are having trouble getting gout of bed in the morning. Teachers report attendance (absences and lates) on TESS. Students who are having consistent trouble, will serve detentions in room 207 afterschool, or will be asked to work in the library. Students who have a great deal of difficulty attending, even after detentions, will have their parents contacted, and will run the risk of being suspended from school. 
      Independent Reading Rubric

	Meeting Expectations

4

Outstanding
	Meeting Expectations

3

Wow! 
	Partially Meeting Expectations

2

So-so 
	Not Meeting Expectations

1

Oops! 

	· You read the whole time.

· You have appropriate reading material

· You respected the readers around you. 

· You stopped when it didn’t make sense.

· You read quietly.
· You made predictions.

· You are showing consistency in what you read.

	· You read most of the time

· You have appropriate reading material.
· You respected the readers around you. 

· You tried certain strategies to get through the tricky spots.

· You read quietly.

· Your books are making sense or you stop and go back.

· You read every day but not always the same book.
	· You read some of the time

· You have not found a book that you are enjoying and that is a good book for your ability.

· You sometimes relied on ML newspapers for reading material.

· You sometimes appear uninterested in your reading.

	· You wasted precious reading time.

· You consistently relied upon ML newspapers for reading material. 

· You pretended to read. 

· You slept in homeroom

· You talked during SSR

· You did not respect the readers around you.

· You made little attempt to understand the reading you did do.


Student Independent Reading Rubric

Student Name___________________






Date____________ 
	Meeting Expectations

4

Outstanding
	Meeting Expectations

3

Wow! 
	Partially Meeting Expectations

2

So-so 
	Not Meeting Expectations

1

Oops! 

	· I came with an appropriate book.

· I read the whole time.

· I respected the readers around me. 

· I read quietly. 

· I made predictions about the story.

· I read a book which I plan on finishing.

· I am really enjoying my reading.

	· I read most of the time.

· I came with an appropriate book.

· I respected the readers around me. 

· I tried certain strategies to get through the tricky spots

· I read quietly.

· My books are making sense or I stop and go back to reread. 

· I read every day, but not always the same book.
	· I read some of the time.

· I have not found a book that I am enjoying and that is a good book for my reading ability.  

· I sometimes relied on ML newspapers for reading material.

·  SSR time is going very slowly because the reading is not enjoyable.

	· I wasted precious reading time.

· I pretended to read. 

· I slept in homeroom.

· I talked during SSR.

· I did not respect the readers around me.

· I made little attempt to understand the reading I did do.

· I consistently relied on ML newspapers for reading material.  


